Shared experience
bridges cultures

Strictly Street Salsa puts passion
back into Latin American dance

By DAPHNE ROZEN
Chronicle correspondent

This month, Raul Orlando Ed-
wards has every reason to be
dancing in the streets as he and
fellow dance instructor, Joan
Bishop, pair up to celebrate their
fifth anniversary of teaching
Houstonians how to put the
“passion” back into Latin Ameri-
can dance.

Appropriately named, Strictly
Street Salsa, a dance company
based at the River Oaks Commu-
nity Center, 3600 Locke Lane,
teaches Latin America dance
the way it was originally in-
tended to be done — anywhere
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.ethnic backgrounds,” Bishop
‘added.

Edwards, who actually
‘founded Strictly Street Salsa
(formerly Unlimited Talent) in
11998, did so in response to the
“shock” he experienced after liv-
‘ing in Panama for 26 years be-
fore moving to Houston, where
‘he eventually discovered many
area dance companies teach
Latin American dances without
“regard to the music and culture
behind them.”

. “A desire to transmit ‘sabor,
or the taste of an authentic Latin
‘American dance experience,
which I had not seen on the so-
cial dance floors of Houston, in-
spired the teaching techniques
practiced in all Strictly Street
Salsa classes,” he said.

Without this musical and cul-
tural background, he said, the
dances not only lack authenticity
but also passion, which he be-
lieves is vital to all Latin Ameri-
can dances.

“Passion is what’s lacking to-
day,” Edwards said. “It’s not the
steps. It’s not what you're wear-
ing. It’s how one feels and that
comes with the connection you
have with the music.”

Helping students feel that con-
nection, he said, is his greatest
reward.

“That you can see the joy re-
flected on their faces and on
their body,” Edwards said, “that
is the biggest joy.”

Bishop agreed.

“It’s such a joy for students to
take this non-verbal form of com-

munication everywhere they
travel and be able to communi-

and on any surface without ad-
justment — and offers a class
that combines street salsa, me-
rengue, bachata, cha-cha-cha,
Afro-Latin movement and Ar-
gentine tango.

“(These dances are meant) to
bring (all) people of the commu-
nity together, not alienate
(them),” Edwards said.

“Through the shared experi-
ence of music and interpretative
dance, Strictly Street Salsa not
only teaches students how to
have an appreciation and love for
authentic music and movement,
it seeks to build bridges between
people of different cultures and

Raul Orlando Edwards leads a Strictly Street: ter. Strictly Street Salsa is celebrating its fifth

See SALSA on Page 3. gjsa class at the River Oaks Community Cen-  anniversary.
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Students practice their moves during a recent class. Instructors
Raul Orlando Edwards and Joan Bishop say they teach Latin
America dance the way it was originally intended to be done —
anywhere and on any surface without adjustment.

cate to people of other cultures
through dance,” she said.

Like their instructors, stu-
dents also seem to know the
value of the “real” thing.

“It’s very authentic, not like
the stylized stuff that other stu-
dios teach,” said Tracy Russell,
who lived in Colombia for five
years and takes classes with her
Colombian-born husband, Ber-
nado. “Raul has a very charis-
matic personality and he makes
it fun.”

“He teaches you the authentic
way to dance salsa,” said Steve

Marzuke, who has been taking
classes for the past two years
with girlfriend, Nadia Gonzalez.

“We love it!” Gonzalez said.
“(The difficulty of the dances)
motivates you to keep learning.”

Open house

Strictly Street Salsa will host
an open house Sept. 29 through
Oct. 4 from 6:15 to 7:45 p.m. The
event is free and open to the pub-
lic. For reservations, call 713-524-
3936. For more information on

‘Strictly Street Salsa, go to

www.strictlystreetsalsa.com.
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Married Couples Wanted for a Psychology

Examining how people respond to various visual and olfactory stimuli. The
of a total of 15 visits (at a time convenient for you). Requirements: Native En
smokers, healthy, non-vegetarian, between the ages of 23-40, with norma
sense of smell, and women on hormone contraception. Payment: $600/cou

Contact: Chen Lab at Rice University at 713-348-4775 (i
or email at chenlab_205@hotmail.com for details
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